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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . lEI This communication is responsive to the Examiner's amendment agreed to on March 24. 2009. 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3.5-9.11-13.16-18 and 21-27 . 
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2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tine record appears below. Sliould tine clianges 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Donald DiPaula (Reg. No. 58,1 15) on March 24, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please cancel claim 14. 

Please amend claims 1, 8, 13, 16-18, 21, and 22 as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A transaction coordinating device for coordinating an 
insertion of a spot transaction based on a temporary contract being made without 
respect to a fixed transaction based on a contract of predetermined term, said spot 
transaction comprising a transaction based on a one-time sales contract or based on an 
intermittent supply contract which is completed in a few times, said fixed transaction 
comprising a long-term stable offtake contract of predetermined term in which 
transportation schedules can be confirmed at least about a year before, said transaction 
coordinating device comprising: 

means for arranging an insertion of a cargo transportation relating to said spot 
transaction into a predetermined schedule of a cargo transportation relating to said fixed 
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transaction of predetermined term, said insertion being arranged by adjusting the 
predetermined schedule of said cargo transportation relating to said fixed transaction of 
predetermined term; and 

means for delivering sales data of the spot transaction to participants in the spot 
transaction and to the insertion arrangement means and delivering transportation 
adjusting data from the insertion arrangement means to the participants in the spot 
transaction, wherein: 

said insertion arrangement means arranges an adjustment of cargo 
transportations in a first transportation schedule by an insertion of a cargo transportation 
of said spot transaction without changing said first transportation schedule, 

said first transportation schedule comprising shipping dates, unload dates, 
minimum days of navigation, and scheduled days of navigation for one or more 
freighters, 

said adjustment of cargo transportations comprising a first freighter in said first 
transportation schedule being allocated as an additional freighter and a remainder of 
freighters in said first transportation schedule being shifted sequentially to be allocated 
to an original purchaser scheduled transportation of said first transportation schedule, 

said insertion arrangement means arranges an insertion of a cargo transportation 
of said spot transaction by changing said first transportation schedule only in an event 
that the cargo transportation adjustment is impossible. 
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said changing of said first transportation scliedule comprising clianging one or 
more of a date when a freighter ships, a date when a freighter unloads, and a number of 
days a freighter is under navigation, 

said insertion arrangement means arranges an insertion of cargo transportation 
of said spot transaction by changing a second transportation schedule within a certain 
range only In an event that the first transportation schedule changing is Impossible, 

said changing of second transportation schedule comprising one or more of 
moving a freighter from said second transportation schedule into said first transportation 
schedule and moving a freighter from said first transportation schedule into said second 
transportation schedule, and 

said insertion arrangement means arranges an insertion of cargo transportation 
of said spot transaction by changing another transportation schedule within a range to 
which said certain range Is expanded only in an event that the second transportation 
schedule changing is impossible, an adjustment or change being impossible If said 
adjustment or change would result in a failure to comply with terms of a fixed 
transaction. 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) A method of coordinating transactions and delivering 
cargo associated with said coordinated transactions applicable at inserting a spot 
transaction based on a temporary contract being made without respect to a fixed 
transaction based on a contract of predetermined term, said spot transaction comprising 
a transaction based on a one-time sales contract or based on an intermittent supply 
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contract which is completed in a few times, said fixed transaction comprising a long- 
term stable offtake contract of predetermined term in which transportation schedules 
can be confirmed at least about a year before, 
said method comprising: 

setting a first transportation schedule of cargo transportation relating to said fixed 
transaction; and, concurrently, storing data associated with transportation in advance; 

reading the data associated with said transportation in an event said spot 
transaction arises; 

arranging an insertion of cargo transportation relating to said spot transaction by 
adjusting ^ said first transportation schedule of cargo transportat i on re l ating to oa i d 
f i xed transact i on based on the read data associated with said transportation; 

and loading, transporting, and delivering said cargo in accordance with said 
schedule, 

wherein an arrangement of insertion of cargo transportation of said spot 
transaction is conducted sequentially by: 

a first stage of arranging an insertion of cargo transportation of said spot 
transaction without changing said first transportation schedule if such insertion is not 

impossible; 

a second stage of arranging an insertion of cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing said first transportation schedule, only in an event that the 
first stage arrangement is impossible; 



Application/Control Number: 10/070,358 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3692 

a third stage of arranging an insertion of cargo transportation of said spot 
transaction by clianqinq aftetl^ a second transportation schedule within a certain 
range, only in an event that the first and second stage arrangements are impossible; 
and 

a fourth stage of arranging an insertion of cargo transportation of said spot 
transaction by changing said second afiethep transportation schedule within a range to 
which said certain range is expanded, only in an event that the first, second and third 
stage arrangements are impossible, 

said first transportation schedule comprising shipping dates, unload dates, 
minimum days of navigation, and scheduled days of navigation for one or more 
freighters, 

said first stage of insertion of cargo transportations comprising a first freighter in 
said first transportation schedule being allocated as an additional freighter and a 
remainder of freighters in said first transportation schedule being shifted sequentially to 
be allocated to an original purchaser of said first transportation schedule, 

said second stage of changing said first transportation schedule comprising 
changing one or more of a date when a freighter ships, a date when a freighter unloads, 
and a number of days a freighter is under navigation, 

said third stage of changing said second transportation schedule comprising one 
or more of moving a freighter from said second transportation schedule into said first 
transportation schedule and moving a freighter from said first transportation schedule 
into said second transportation schedule. 
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an adjustment or change being impossible if said adjustment or change would 
result in a failure to comply with terms of a fixed transaction. 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable record i ng medium on which is 
stored a program of instructions fef which when executed by a digital device causes an 
inserting of a spot transaction based on a temporary contract, said temporary contract 
being made without respect to a fixed transaction based on a contract of predetermined 
term, said spot transaction comprising a transaction based on a one-time sales contract 
or based on an intermittent supply contract which is completed in a few times, said fixed 
transaction comprising a long-term stable offtake contract of predetermined term in 
which transportation schedules can be confirmed at least about a year before, which 
program when executed bv a digital device causes the enactment of the steps of: 

reading previously stored data associated with transportation in an event that 
said spot transaction arises; and 

adjusting an insertion of cargo transaction relative to said spot transaction with 
respect to a schedule of cargo transportation relative to said fixed transaction of 
predetermined term, based on the read data associated with said transportation, 

said adjusting of cargo transportations comprising a first freighter in said 
schedule being allocated as an additional freighter and a remainder of freighters in said 
schedule being shifted sequentially to be allocated to an original purchaser of said 
schedule, 
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wherein the program executes the adjustment of the insertion of cargo 
transportation of said spot transactions sequentially by: 

a first step of adjusting the insertion of the cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction without changing said transportation schedule; 

a second step of adjusting the insertion of the cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing said transportation schedule, only in an event that the first 
step is impossible, said changing of said transportation schedule comprising changing 
one or more of a date when a freighter ships, a date when a freighter unloads, and a 
number of days a freighter is under navigation; 

a third step of adjusting the insertion of the cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing another transportation schedule within a certain range, 
only in an event that the second step is impossible, said changing of said another 
transportation schedule comprising one or more of moving a freighter from said another 
transportation schedule into said transportation schedule and moving a freighter from 
said transportation schedule into said another transportation schedule; and 

a fourth step of adjusting the insertion of the cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing another transportation schedule within a range to which 
said certain range is expanded, only in an event that the third step is impossible, 

an adjustment or change being impossible if said adjustment or change would 
result in a failure to comply with terms of a fixed transaction. 



Claim 14. (Cancelled) 
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Claim 16. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
stored a program of instructions le? which when executed by a digital device causes an 
inserting of a spot transaction based on a temporary contract as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein a commodity of said transaction comprises a liquefied natural gas and 
containers containing said liquefied natural gas transported on a sea or on a road are 
used in said transportation, and said cargo transportations are constrained by 
requirements of transporting liquefied natural gas. 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
stored a program of instructions fe? which when executed bv a digital device causes an 
inserting of a spot transaction based on a temporary contract as claimed in claim 16 for 
adjusting the insertion of cargo transportation of said spot transaction as based on at 
least a predetermined number of days of operation and an actually required minimum 
number of days of operation of a freighter under navigation, 

wherein said predetermined number of days of operation is greater than or equal 
to said actually required minimum number of days of operation. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium program product 
conta i n i ng on which is stored a computer program for which when executed bv a digital 
device causes an inserting of a spot transaction based on a temporary contract, said 
temporary contract being made without respect to a fixed transaction based on a 
contract of predetermined term, said spot transaction comprising a transaction based on 
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a one-time sales contract or based on an intermittent supply contract which is 
completed in a few times, said fixed transaction comprising a long-term stable offtake 
contract of predetermined term in which transportation schedules can be confirmed at 
least about a year before, said program product when executed bv a digital device 

thereby comprising: 

a means for reading previously stored data associated with transportation in an 
event said spot transaction arises; and 

a means for adjusting an insertion of cargo transportation relative to said spot 
transaction with respect to a previously set schedule of one or more of single and plural 
cargo transportations relative to said fixed transaction based on a read data associated 
with said transportation, 

said adjustment of cargo transportations comprising a first freighter in said 
previously set schedule being allocated as an additional freighter and a remainder of 
freighters in said previously set schedule being shifted sequentially to be allocated to an 
original purchaser of said first transportation schedule, 

wherein the program executes sequentially by: 

a first means for adjusting the insertion of a cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction without changing said transportation schedule; 

a second means for adjusting the insertion of a cargo transportation of 
said spot transaction by changing said transportation schedule, only in an event that the 
first means adjustment is impossible, said changing of said transportation schedule 
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comprising changing one or more of a date wlien a freigliter ships, a date when a 
freighter unloads, and a number of days a freighter is under navigation; 

a third means for adjusting the insertion of a cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing another transportation schedule within a certain range, 
only in an event that the second means adjustment is impossible, 

said changing of another transportation schedule comprising one or more 
of moving a freighter from said another transportation schedule into said transportation 
schedule and moving a freighter from said transportation schedule into said another 
transportation schedule; and 

a fourth means for adjusting the insertion of a cargo transportation of said 
spot transaction by changing another transportation schedule within a range to which 
said certain range is expanded, only in an event that the third means adjustment is 
impossible, 

an adjustment or change being impossible if said adjustment or change would 
result in a failure to comply with terms of a fixed transaction. 

Claim 21 . (Currently Amended) A program product on which is stored an executable 
computer program as claimed in claim 18, wherein a commodity involved in said 
transaction comprises a liquefied natural gas and containers containing said liquefied 
natural gas transported on a sea or on a road are used in said transportation, and 
said cargo transportations are constrained by requirements of transporting 
liquefied natural gas. 
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Claim 22. (Currently Amended) A program product on which is stored an executable 
computer program as claimed in claim 21 for adjusting an insertion of cargo 
transportation of said spot transaction, wherein said adjusting is based on at least a 
predetermined number of days of operation and an actually required minimum number 
of days of operation of a freighter under navigation, 

wherein said predetermined number of days of operation is greater than or equal 
to said actually required minimum number of days of operation. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-13, 16-18, and 21-27 are allowed. 



Conclusion 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Susanna M. Diaz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3692 



